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Alistair Lexden
Conservative peer and historian
Ruth Henig has produced an invaluable and excellent reassessment of the positive legacy of the League of Nations
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eccentric about the work of
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frequently been derided
for failing to achieve its principal purpose: the prevention of another world war
by resolving disputes without resort to armed force.
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her comments on its weakness, endorsing the view that
Britain and France were much
to blame. She writes: “Their
complete failure to agree on
a common policy to deal with
the aggressive approach of
Mussolini and Hitler robbed
the league of any remaining claim to be able to maintain international peace
through collective action.”
But this excellent concise
book also turns
the tables on the
league’s numerous critics who
think it achieved
absolutely nothing. They have
ignored its important pioneering
activities, uncon-

organisation the world had
yet seen. From its substantial
and well-organised headquarters housed in handsome buildings in Geneva
and run by the world’s first
international secretariat, it
brought countries together
to advance human progress
in ways that had never been
seriously attempted before.
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